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continued...

What is going on in shane’s life? shane is addicted 
to video gaming. he stays up late (sometimes until 
wee hours in the morning) not even realizing that 
the hours have passed. he is interacting with other 
gamers and thus fulfi lls his need for a sense of 
belonging. His confi dence increases with every level 
that he masters.  he is not worried about his future, 
because he is going to do something in the fi eld 
of game design or be a fi eld tester for new video 
games. What shane does not know is that you need 
math skills, computer design skills, artistic abilities, 
and some connections in the video gaming industry 
to reach those top, highly competitive jobs. 

the science of how technology is impacting human 
behavior is still in its infancy. the new York times 
printed an article Growing Up Digital, Wired for 
Distraction, on november 21, 2010 by Matt richtel. 
Michael rich, as associate professor at harvard 
Medical school and executive director of the 
center on Media and child health in boston, said, 
“that developing brains can become more easily 
habituated than adult brains to constantly switching 
tasks and less able to sustain attention. Young 
brains are rewarded not for staying on task but 
for jumping to the next thing.” 

Mr. David reilly, principal of Woodside high school 
in silicon Valley, stated, “Kids are caught between 
two worlds. one that is virtual and one with real 
life demands.” reilly believes that many students 
lack the self-control to complete schoolwork over 
using technology. Mr. reilly stated that student’s 
use of technology tends to match their personality. 
Social butterfl ies tend to be heavy texters and 
facebook users. less social students often escape 
into video games while drifters or procrastinators 
will surf the web or watch videos. 

Jacob Vigdor, Duke university professor, conducted 
a recent study that showed that most young people 
tend to use the computer for entertainment, not 
learning, and that this can hurt school performance. 
in addition, technology can take a physical 
toll on children that never get outside or play 
organized sports.

some neuroscientists have been studying the 
effects on the brain of people of all ages who are 
constantly plugged in. a study at German sport 
university in cologne in 2007 found that boys ages 
12 to 14 who played video games one hour 

Shane is a well behaved, well-mannered student. He never causes problems 
in the classroom. Sometimes, he will fall asleep. Not because he is defi ant, but 
because he is overly tired. He is bright, but failing classes. He knows what he 
needs to do and is capable of doing the work. It just never gets done or turned in. 
Shane appears sad or withdrawn.  He could possibly even be depressed. He tells 
his teachers and counselors that he is going to get his homework done and get 
caught back up, but it never seems to happen. Shane is falling through the cracks.

Can you think of someone just like or similar to Shane?

  
The Brain on Technology
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each night after studying compared to boys who 
watched television for two hours after studying 
showed remarkable differences in what they 
could retain and recall. the video gamers had 
a signifi cant decline in their ability to remember 
vocabulary words. Markus Dworak, researcher, 
explained that when someone looks at vocabulary 
and then looks at a huge stimulus after that, the 
brain has to decide which information to store and 
more that not favors the emotionally stimulating 
information over the vocabulary. 

Dr. rich, of harvard Medical school, said, 
“Downtime is to the brain what sleep is to the 
body. We need to bring back boredom.” he is 
not suggesting that young people should throw out 
their devices, but 
rather they need 
to have a better 
balance between 
being plugged in 
and unplugged. this 
approach will allow 
them to lead a more 
success life. 

recent imaging 
studies suggest to 
researchers that 
periods of rest are 
critical in allowing 
the brain to syn-
thesize information, 
make connections 
between ideas and 
even develop the 
sense of self. 
Dr. nicholas Kardaras 
was interviewed by 
fox news on september 26, 2014. he was asked 
what is the biggest addiction problem facing our 
kids today? Dr. Kardaras responded, “the most 
signifi cant issue negatively impacting younger kids 
and teenagers today is the addictive, pervasive 
and damaging effects of video-gaming, social 
media and excessive internet usage. recent brain 
imaging research confi rms that the increasing 
pervasiveness of technology is leading to 

increased distractibility, anxiety, depression, tech 
addiction and even gaming-induced psychosis. 
this is when someone has a psychotic break 
after marathon sessions of fantasy games and 
need psychiatric hospitalization or psychiatric 
medication to stabilize. 

Dre. Kardaras reported that the new technology 
is more stimulating and penetrating into our brains 
and our psyche as well. therefore, it is affecting 
our brains differently. a recent study at Yale 
university discovered that 23% of american youth 
ages 8 to 18 reported feeling addicted to video 
games and were more likely to be depressed, 
aggressive, and to use drugs. they found that the 
neural pathways that genuinely create greater 

focus are being 
stunted by the 
sensory overload 
of a glowing screen. 
this over-stimulation 
at an early 
age creates 
an attentional 
desensitization 
where the child 
constantly requires 
a high level of 
stimulation or else 
they become bored. 
this same research 
showed that for 
every hour of screen 
time that children 
between the ages 
of 2 and 6 are 
exposed to, the 
rates of aDhD 
go up by 15%. 

therefore, 3 hours of screen time equals a 30% 
greater chance of the child developing an aDhD 
diagnosis. in addition to distraction, depression, 
apathy, anxiety, addiction and thought disorders, 
brain imaging research showed that all of this 
virtual stimulation is leading to measurable brain 
damage. it is actually changing 
the way the brain is wired. 

The Brain on Technology Cont’d...
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Dr. simone Kuhn of the university of Ghent in 
belgium used Mri brain scans of frequent gamers 
and found that they had a greater volume of gray 
matter on the left side of the ventral striatum which 
is a part of the brain known to play a key function 
in reward and addiction. this area also has an 
effect on the brain’s ability to think irrationally 
and reason.

Daniela schreier, assistant professor at the 
chicago school of professional psychology, says, 
“We have defi nitely become more insensitive.” 
technology allows us the opportunity to hide 
behind the written word instead of communicat-
ing with people face to face. With all of the new 
fi ndings in regards to the brain and technology, it 
is still diffi cult to gauge the overall impact. We do 
know that people feel guilty when they are con-
stantly plugged in. our sense of accomplishment in 
lowered and thus the feelings of guilt consume our 
mind and body. 

Kate unsworth, ceo of Kovert Designs, partici-
pated in a study where neuroscientists observed 
35 people who were totally cut off from their 
devices in the Moroccan desert. the results were 
life-changing. they reported that social media 
appears to promote narcissism, smartphones could 
be causing insomnia, and screens seem to be 
making our kids less empathetic. after gathering 
data, Kovert is now interested in the larger mission 
of her company which is to help people detach 
from technology to live happier lives. they found 
that after three days without technology, people’s 
friendships were richer and their physical posture 
had improved. they also appeared more 
approachable when someone entered the room. 
they were more relaxed and seemed more 
emphatic. even after a few days without 
technology, people’s ability to remember obscure 
details improved. they reported no needing as 
much sleep but felt more rested and rejuvenated. 
the end result was that the participants reported 
feeling like they had a better quality life.

according to the article in the Daily Mail, Modern 
technology is changing the way our brains work by 
Susan Greenfi eld, professor and researcher 

at oxford university, we could be facing an 
unpredictable crisis. this crisis could reshape how 
we interact with each other, alter what makes us 
happy, and modify our capacity for reaching our 
full potential. 

so, how do we tame the tech beast? first, turn off 
our phone from time to time. if you can’t bring 
yourself to do it, sign up for your carrier’s usage 
controls service. in addition, use your facebook 
status or email responder to announce that you 
are offl ine. That way you will not have to worry 
about someone getting frustrated that you did not 
respond to their message immediately. parents 
of children need to limit and monitor their child’s 
technology usage. also, make sure the child is using 
age-appropriate technology. unplug the child and 
immerse them in nature and/or physical activity. a 
child needs to get plenty of rest, exercise, healthy 
diet, and downtime. let them be bored. the 
brain is rejuvenating. everyone needs a sense of 
grounding and balance in their lives.

How can a parent tell if their child may be 
addicted to technology?

1. is your child staying up later and later to stay 
 on technology?
2. Do they get fi dgety, anxious and/or angry if 
 they don’t have their technology?
3. is their technology usage negatively impacting 
 their schoolwork, family life or other activities 
 and interests?
4. is your child indicating that he or she has a 
 diffi cult time getting the virtual imagery out of 
 their heads?

5. is your child dreaming of virtual imagery?

luckily, there are mental health specialists who 
have expertise in dealing with technology 
addiction. treatment involves unplugging from 
technology and learning how to maintain a healthy 
balance back in the life of the child or adult. 
shane can regain his sense of self and get back 
on track with his education, peers, and family life 
by working on his addiction to technology and 
getting unplugged.
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As we all get older so does ISCA.  We get wiser, more creative and show more of our talent as we get older 
and so does isca.  We have a great board that has expanded to provide an annual conference that has grown 
over the years.  What use to be 200 counselors gathering for a day is now an event with over 600 attendees 
and 50 workshop sessions.  isca held three great independent training last year and we are planning even 
more for the upcoming year.  We are working on hosting Trish Hatch in Springfi eld in December.  More details 
and registration will be available on this soon.  

Legislatively it was a year with a twist. instead 
of supporting a piece of legislation our focus was 
on opposing legislation.  all of the bills we opposed 
failed to get a vote so we were successful.  see the 
cico report for the details.

We will soon have a call for proposals for our 
2017 conferences.  everyone has a great idea 
and i encourage you to share that with other school 
counselors by presenting at the conference. for 
graduate students and others, poster sessions 
are encouraged.

Our membership continues to grow.  i hope 
to see us fi nally break 1,000 members by the 
2017 conference.  the 2017 conferences will be 
april 7, 2017 in bloomington at the Doubletree 
and april 21, 2017 back at the Donald stephens 
convention center in rosemont.  Mark 
your calendars.    

Executive Director Update 
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HB4474 – 
Pupil Privacy: Transgender Students

ISCA is Opposed

requires a school board to designate each pupil 
restroom, changing room and other facilities for the 
exclusive use of pupils of only one sex. Defi nes “sex” 
as the physical condition of being male or female, as 
determined by an individual’s chromosomes and identifi ed 
at birth by that individual’s anatomy. 

We support schools creating a nondiscriminatory 
safe environment for all students, including those who 
are transgender.

HB 4233 – 
Student Suspension Approval 

ISCA is Opposed

provides that out-of-school suspensions of students may 
take place only after a school counselor or school social 
worker, if any, at the school has approved the out-of-
school suspension.  

We are opposed to school counselors being placed in a 
disciplinary role of “approving” the suspension.  

HB 4985 – 
Instructional Mandates & Funding 

ISCA is Opposed

if any payments from the state to a school district are 
delayed for at least one payment cycle, this allows 
the school board to discontinue, by publicly adopted 
resolution, any instructional mandate in the courses 
of study article of the school code during that time 
(with exceptions). provides that if a student requests 
information on any instructional mandate that has been 
discontinued, then the school district shall provide the 
student with the requested information.

This could jeopardize mandated sexual abuse prevention 
training, character education, the prevention and avoidance 
of drug and substance abuse and internet safety education 
among other areas. 

We opposed three bills in Illinois that we viewed as detrimental to school counselors. All three bills have died in 
session. A vote was never taken on these bills. 

CICO REPORT

School Counselor Legislation

ILschoolCounselor.org    7

By:  Dan Stasi, MS, Lobbyist



Drive your school counseling pro-
gram to the next level. show your 
administrators, school board and 
the community at large that 
you’re committed to delivering a 
comprehensive, data-driven school 
counseling program. apply for the 
recognized asca Model program 
(raMp) designation from the amer-
ican school counselor association.

the raMp application process 
should be the culmination of the 
implementation of a comprehensive 
school counseling program. once 
your school has a program in place, 
you will need at least one entire 
academic year to collect the data 
and information needed to fulfi ll 
the raMp application requirements.

Thinking about applying for RAMP 
in October 2016? Fill out this 
form and we’ll send you helpful 
tips and checklists throughout the 
year to help you stay on track.

RAMP: 
• is based on the asca 
 national Model.

• is a recognition program for 
 individual schools, not districts or 
 school counselors.

• Gives you the confi dence that 
 your program aligns with a 
 nationally accepted and 
 recognized model.

• helps you evaluate your program 
 and areas for improvement.

• increases your skills and knowledge.

• enhances your program’s efforts 
 to contribute to student success.

raMp research has yielded 
encouraging results about the 
potential impact of raMp programs 
on student achievement, particularly 
at the elementary level. 

RAMP Benefi ts 
• an engraved plaque, suitable for 
 display on your offi ce wall.

• communication sent to your 
 school’s principal and 
 superintendent informing them 
 of your exemplary school 
 counseling program.

• template press release to indi-
 vidualize and send to local press.

• use of raMp logo for business 
 cards, letterhead, Web site or 
 printed materials

• school recognition at asca’s 
 annual conference.

• two tickets to the raMp awards 
 celebration at asca’s annual 
 conference.

• free conference registration for 
 raMp school principal the year 
 raMp is awarded.

• recognition in asca school 
 counselor magazine and on the 
 asca website.

if your school’s program successfully 
answers the question, “how are 
students different because of 
what school counselors do?” then 
you’re ready to show the world 
that your school’s program is 
“ramped up.” apply for the raMp 
designation today.

Application Process
• all applications must uploaded to 
 the online application site by 
 5 p.m. (Pacifi c) on Oct. 15.

• no late applications will be 
 accepted or reviewed.

• applications are reviewed for 
 eligibility prior to the scoring 
 process.

• incomplete applications will not 
 be reviewed, and no refunds will 
 be given.

• the raMp review committee is 
 an independent panel composed 
 of school counseling professionals. 
 Decisions by the reviewers are 
 fi nal.

• all applicants will receive 
 notifi cation via e-mail by late 
 January.

• the application fee is $200 
 ($400 for nonmembers). at least 
 one school counselor at the school 
 must be an asca member to 
 receive the member rate.

• the raMp designation is valid for 
 fi ve years. At the end of fi ve 
 years, schools may apply again 
 to continue to be designated a 
 raMp school.

need more help? consider 
purchasing the webstreamed 
version of raMp caMp from the 
2014 annual conference. 
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Illinois RAMP Recipients
the american school counselor 
association established raMp in 
2003 to promote exemplary school 
counseling programs. 

Al Raby School for Community & 
Environment, Chicago

Amundsen High School, Chicago

Bloom Trail High School, Chicago Heights

Brooks Middle School, Bolingbrook

Buffalo Grove High School, Buffalo Grove

Chicago Academy High School, Chicago

Downers Grove South High School, 
Downers Grove

Elk Grove High School, Elk Grove Village

Evanston Township High School, Evanston

Foreman High School, Chicago

Harlan Community Academy , Chicago

John Harvard Elementary School of 
Excellence, Chicago

John Hersey High School, Arlington Heights

Jones College Prep, Chicago

Kenwood Academy High School, Chicago

Lane Tech High School, Chicago

Lindblom Math and Science Academy, Chicago

Loyola Academy, Wilmette

Maine West High School, Des Plaines

Mather High School, Chicago

McHenry East High School, McHenry

Michele Clark Academic Preparatory 
Magnet High School, Chicago

Northside Learning Center, Chicago

Northwest Middle School, Chicago

Phoenix Military Academy , Chicago

Plainfi eld South High School, Plainfi eld

Prairie Ridge High School, Crystal Lake

Prospect High School, Mt. Prospect

Roger C. Sullivan High School, Chicago

Roosevelt High School, Chicago

Simeon Career Academy, Chicago

Southside Occupational Academy, Chicago

Steinmetz Academic Center, Chicago

Uplift Community High School, Chicago

Vaughn Occupational High School, Chicago

Von Steuben Metro Science Center, Chicago

Wendell Phillips Academy High School, 
Chicago

Westmont High School, Westmont

Wheeling High School, Wheeling

William Howard Taft High School, Chicago

Willowbrook High School, Villa Park

About The Conference
Join us this summer at the 2016 ASCA Annual Conference, The Recipe for Success, in New 
Orleans, July 9-12. We’ve lined up more than 150 breakout sessions for your education and 
professional development, not to mention amazing speakers and networking opportunities. 

Be a Virtual Attendee
can’t make it to the asca annual conference in person? You can still register as a virtual confer-
ence attendee. as a virtual conference attendee, you have access to the conference livestream of 
the two general sessions/keynote addresses, as well as a breakout session in each time slot, July 
9–12. it’s the perfect way to be a part of the conference experience if you can’t come to new 
orleans in person.

Board Election: Voting members, be sure to cast your vote in the 2016 board of Directors 
election. Voting is open May 1-July 12, 2016. this is your chance to have an impact on school 
counseling’s future. 

2017 Annual Conference Call for Programs: have a great idea for a session at the 
2017 annual conference, July 8-11, 2017, in Denver, colo.? submit your session proposals by 
sept. 6, 2016, for consideration. 

ASCA NEWS



SPRINGFIELD AWARD WINNERS:

Middle School Counselor of the Year 2016 Award 
sandy Marcotte

High School Counselor of the 2016 Award  
leslie Goines 

School Administrator of the Year 2016 Award  
cheryl robinson 

Advocate of the Year 2016 Award 
Dr. James Klein 

Counselor Educator of the Year 2016 Award 
Dr. Katherine Wix 

ROSEMONT AWARD WINNERS:

Middle School Counselor of the Year 2016 Award  
angela shanahan  

High School Counselor of the 2016 Award 
Gabriela Medina 

School Administrator of the Year 2016 Award
Kate Kane 

Graduate Student of the Year 2016 Award 
lavon robinson 

Graduate Student of the Year 2016 Award 
stephanie luka 

ISCA Award Winners 
      Honorable Mentions

ISCA PRESIDENT 2014-2015 AWARD –  nancy penk

&
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Springfi eld Honorable Mentions:
High School Counselor of the Year 2016 
Honorable Mention – sherri Mclaughlin 

High School Counselor of the Year 2016 
Honorable Mention – carla elliff 

School Administrator of the Year 2016 
Honorable Mention – Denny Vortman

Rosemont Honorable Mentions:
High School Counselor of the 2016 
Honorable Mention – abla ayesh 

High School Counselor of the 2016 
Honorable Mention – Kate foster 

High School Counselor of the 2016 
Honorable Mention – Karen Devine 

Graduate Student of the Year 2016 
Honorable Mention – bridget hult
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according to How America Pays for 
College 2015, the national study 
by sallie Mae® and ipsos, 17% 
of college costs were covered by 
scholarships in 2014/15. encourage 
your students to take advantage of 
this valuable source of free money by 
applying for scholarships as part of 
their college fi nancing strategy.  

to encourage students to explore 
scholarship opportunities, we are giv-
ing away $1,000 every month in our 
Plan for College Sweepstakes. Your 
students can enter for free when they 
register for scholarship search by 
sallie Mae® at sallieMae.com/schol-
arshipsearch.* it’s an all-access pass 
to millions of scholarships offering 
free money for college. 

Smash the scholarship myths
Your students may be passing over 
scholarships because they think they 
won’t qualify, or the potential re-
ward isn’t enough for their efforts, or 
because they’re already in college. 
here are the facts.

Myth: scholarships are just for jocks 
and geniuses.
Fact: there are millions of scholar-
ships out there for every talent, skill, 
and background, from vegetarians to 
roller skaters to star trek buffs.

Myth: a few hundred dollars won’t 
make a difference.
Fact: every little bit helps. this free 
money doesn’t need to be paid back, 
which means less borrowing. at the 
very least, a few hundred dollars 
can help pay for textbooks or other 
expenses.

Myth: there aren’t any scholarships if 
you’re in college.
Fact: Did you know that 50% of 
scholarships are available for college 
students? if a student doesn’t search 
for them each year, he or she could 
miss out on valuable free money for 
school.

Myth: It’s hard to fi nd a good, repu-
table scholarship search tool.
Fact: there are a number of free, 
reputable scholarship search sites. 
one is scholarship search by sallie 
Mae®. When a student registers for 
free and creates a profi le, they’ll 
have access to more than 5 million 
scholarships worth $24 billion. plus, 
they can set up account alerts to 
be notifi ed when a new scholarship 
match is available. 

*no purchase necessary. Void where prohibited. 
See offi cial rules for details. 

© 2015 Sallie Mae Bank. Sallie Mae and the Sallie Mae logo are service marks or registered service marks of Sallie Mae Bank or its subsidiaries. SLM Corporation and its subsidiar-
ies, including Sallie Mae Bank, are not sponsored by or agencies of the United States of America.

SCHOLARSHIPS: 

Free Money for College
Students can enter to win $1,000 in the Plan for College Sweepstakes



A LETTER FROM U.S. SENATOR  Richard J. Durbin

Dear Counselor:
as i have each of the past two academic 
years, i write to ask for your help to 
ensure that your students are receiving 
honest and accurate information about 
their higher education options. 

every day, your students are bombarded 
by fl ashy advertisements from for-profi t 
colleges offering a quick and easy 
enrollment process, federal fi nancial 
assistance, fl exible schedules, and a 
promised path to high-paying jobs and a 
better life. but too often it doesn’t work 
out that way. i have heard too many sto-
ries of illinois students, often low-income 
or minority students, who thought they 
were doing the right thing by enrolling in 
a for-profi t college. Instead, they’re left 
with a worthless degree that employers 
don’t recognize as a legitimate credential, 
credits that don’t transfer, and almost 
twice the average debt of their fellow 
students who attended traditional public 
schools. For-profi t colleges account for 
a staggering 40 percent of all federal 
student loan defaults despite enrolling 
only ten percent of all college students. 
those two numbers – 10 percent of the 
students, 40 percent of student loan 
defaults – tell a heartbreaking story of 
student exploitation. 

in recent years, widespread fraud and 
abuse by for-profi t colleges has been 
exposed and gained national attention. 
Nearly every major for-profi t college 
is facing increased scrutiny from feder-
al and state agencies for a variety of 
abuses including fraudulent marketing 
and recruiting practices, falsifying job 
placement rates, and predatory lending 
practices. in January, the Department of 
education took action to deny computer 
systems institute, which operates in the 
chicagoland area, continued partici-
pation in the federal title iV program 
for falsifying job placement rates and 
other misconduct. according to a chart 
published by the Chronicle of Higher 
Education and other publicly available 
information, the following for-profi t 
companies that operate campuses or 
programs in illinois are facing active 
investigations or lawsuits by the illinois 
attorney General, other state attorneys 
General, and/or federal agencies:

• Apollo Group – operates the 
 university of phoenix
• Bridgepoint Education – operates 
 ashford university 
• Career Education Corporation – 
 operates american intercontinental 
 university, colorado technical university
• DeVry, Inc.
• ITT Educational Services, Inc. – 
 operates itt technical institutes
• Kaplan – operates Kaplan University 
 online
• Universal Technical Institute

What’s more, when students are misled 
or taken advantage of, a tactic called 
mandatory arbitration – widely em-
ployed by the for-profi t college industry 
but unheard of in traditional higher 
education – prevents them from suing 
the school in court. instead students 
are forced into a secret dispute resolu-
tion process where the deck is stacked 
against the victim and which hides the 
school’s wrongdoing.

In addition, a number of for-profi t com-
panies operating in illinois are part of 
the Department of education’s most re-
cent heightened cash Monitoring (hcM) 
list, which means they are under stricter 
scrutiny by the Department for fi nancial 
or compliance issues. this list serves, in 
the words of under secretary of educa-
tion ted Mitchell, as a “caution light” for 
students. companies operating in illinois 
with schools on hcM include:

• Career Education Corporation – 
 operates american intercontinental 
 university, colorado technical university
• Education Management Corporation – 
 operates the illinois institutes of art, 
 argosy university, brown Mackie
• ITT Educational Services, Inc. – 
 operates itt technical institutes 
• Laureate Education, Inc. – operates 
 Kendall college
• Taylor Business Institute
• Vatterott Educational Centers, Inc. – 
 operates Vatterott college

i ask you to use your professional po-
sition to ensure your students have the 
knowledge to protect themselves from 
colleges and universities with records of 
exploiting students, including information 
on investigations and lawsuits by govern-
ment agencies. You should also help your 
students access data on student out-
comes, like graduation and default rates, 
through resources like the president’s 
college scorecard. 

finally, it is important that students 
understand there are alternatives to 
for-profi t colleges. Unfortunately, a 
recent survey by public agenda found 
that 75 percent of for-profi t college stu-
dents didn’t consider public or non-profi t 
colleges before enrolling in a for-profi t 
school. community colleges often offer 
similar programs as for-profi ts and at a 
fraction of the cost with credits that will 
transfer to other schools. i encourage you 
to work closely with your local commu-
nity colleges and other not-for-profi t 
institutions and organizations to ensure 
students have information on quality, 
low-cost higher education options.

i hope you will give serious consideration 
to my request. i look forward to working 
with you on behalf of illinois students.  

sincerely,

Richard J. Durbin   
United States Senator

http://www.forbes.com/sites/greatspeculations/2015/
01/15/danger-zone-universal-technical-institute-uti/
#6ebdd9ca2bba

May 4, 2016
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The Use of DaTa in  
School Counseling

D e c e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 1 6



 19

The Use of DaTa in 
School Counseling

D e c e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 1 6

Location:
University of Illinois-Springfi eld

one university plaza
Springfi eld, IL 62703

Earn 6 CEs or PDs

Register at:
www.ilschoolcounselor.org

w w w . i l s c h o o l c o u n s e l o r . o r g

P r e S e N T e r

trish hatch, ph.D. is associate professor, Director of the school counseling program at 
san Diego state university. Dr. hatch is the author of The Use of Data in School Counseling: 
Hatching Results for Students, Programs and the Profession (2014); and co-author of the 
ASCA National Model: A Framework for School Counseling Programs (asca, 2003; 2005) 
and Evidence-Based Practice in School Counseling: Making a Difference with Data-Driven 
Practices (Dimmit, carey & hatch, 2007). 
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steve Murray, isca past president, 
stated, “this is the perfect way to 
recognize ray for all of his service 
and dedication to the counseling 
profession, isca, school and com-
munity.”  isca president sherri 
Mclaughlin, commented, “ray’s 
legacy will live on through this 
award.  it will serve as a reminder 
to school counselors to serve others 
while keeping a sense of humor and 
well-being.”  
ray was humbled and honored 
beyond words when informed of the 
isca board’s decision to name the 
award in his honor.  ray was choked 
up and remarked, “in my sixty-two 
years, i am speechless.  thank you 
for this incredible honor!”  

ray has diligently served isca on the isca board 
as president elect, president, and past president.  he 
presents at every isca and ica conference sharing his 
expertise in the areas of suicide, Dakota history, and 
dealing with grief.  other areas of experience include:  
sexual abuse identifi cation, survivor counseling, crisis 
intervention, at-risk counseling, distance and service 
learning, domestic violence, human and civil rights 
advocate, independent scholar, counseling techniques, 
adlerian and socratic questioning methodology, and 
suicide prevention and intervention.  

ray piagentini attended the university of Wisconsin in 
stout and earned 99 hours in psychology.  he gradu-

ated with his bachelors of science 
from loyola university in chicago 
and earned a Master’s of art in 
counseling from northeastern illinois 
university and a Master’s of science 
in education and administration 
from chicago state university.  ray 
has been employed at barrington 
school District for the past 30 years 
serving as a high school counselor.  
he was also employed at st. igna-
tius college prep in chicago and 
fenwick high school as a school 
counselor.  ray started his career in 
education at Gordon technical high 
school as a science teacher and a 
dean of male students.  

ray is a member of the illinois 
counseling association, illinois 

Multi-counselors association, illinois school counselors 
association, illinois counselors for social Justice, ameri-
can counseling association, national education associa-
tion, barrington education association, illinois association 
for college admission counseling, coalition of illinois 
counseling organizations, illinois high school asso-
ciation, native american rights foundation, st. Mary 
providence human rights committee, chicago counsel-
ing association, illinois association for Group Work, and 
akicita society.  

ray has presented over twenty different topics for over 
ten different organizations since 1997 to the pres-
ent.  he shares his knowledge, experiences, humor, and 

The ISCA Board voted and approved to name the ISCA High School Counselor of the Year 
Award after Mr. Raymond Piagentini at the April 29th ISCA Governing Council Meeting.

ISCA HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELOR OF THE YEAR AWARD

Named after Ray Piagentini
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expertise with graduate students, school counsel-
ors, counseling educators, students, parents, social 
workers, psychologists, administrators, and all the 
counseling professionals that attend his workshops 
or seek his assistance.  

ray goes above and beyond the call of duty.  his 
work with the Dakota people is just one example 
of how dedicated and compassionate that 
ray piagentini is to the counseling profession.  
Go to Youtube and search for “rise above the storm” 
to see his outstanding work with the Dakotas.  

other honors bestowed upon Mr. piagentini include: 
2002 illinois education association human and 
civil rights award; 2005 national foundation for 
the humanities; 2007 teacher of experiential and 
adventure Methodology, Jim Gillihan award; illinois 
school counselor association high school counselor 
of the Year 2007; unsung hero award; nominee 
american school counselor of the Year 2009-10 
and 2010-11 (semi-finalist 2010); bea Wherly 
human rights award; and acknowledged and hon-
ored as a pipe carrier in the Dakota tradition. 

on behalf of the isca board and the illinois 
school counseling association, we commend and 
congratulate Ray Piagentini and offi cially name the 
isca high school counselor of the Year after him 
in his honor!

Ray goes above and beyond 

the call of duty.  His work 

with the Dakota people is 

just one example of how 

dedicated and compassionate 

that Ray Piagentini is to the 

counseling profession. Go 

to YouTube and search for 

“Rise Above the Storm” to 

see his outstanding work 

with the Dakotas.  
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It is with tremendous gratitude 
that I write my last article as 
ISCA President.  i personally want 
to thank the isca board, isca 
members, graduate students, Dan 
stasi, and everyone else that has 
supported me over the past few 
years.  Working with all of you has 
been a pleasure.  it has been an 
honor to serve the school 
counseling profession and 
all of the wonderful people 
that work in our fi eld.  My 
hope is that i have made a 
difference and served you 
well.  When i started this 
journey three years ago as 
president-elect, i really had 
no inkling what to expect 
(or what i was doing for 
that matter).  attending the 
asca conferences in both 
orlando and phoenix was 
not only enriching but also 
eye-opening.  participating 
in the ica lDi (leadership 
Development institute) train-
ing was an additional valu-
able experience.  school 
counselors across the nation 
are doing fabulous work.  i 
have met so many people 
who have dedicated their profes-
sional and personal lives to helping 
others.  they have shown compas-
sion, dedication and determination 
in their work.  i admire all of you 
for the time, effort, and endless 
hours that you give to your students, 
schools, and community.  i sincerely 
appreciate all of you whether you 
volunteered during the isca and 
ica conferences, presented a ses-
sion(s), worked on a committee, par-
ticipated in isca events and chap-

ters, provided feedback through 
evaluations or surveys, attended a 
networking event, partnered with 
other organizations on behalf of 
isca, served on the isca board, or 
just simply stopped me to introduce 
yourself.  it has been an honor and 
a privilege to be your president.  i 
enjoyed my time as president-elect 

as chair of the isca spring confer-
ences.  Vince Walsh-rock was the 
keynote speaker for the conference 
and his words and artwork will 
forever linger in my mind.  it set the 
perfect tone for “counseling through 
the school Mandates”.  thank you 
Vince.  isca has had so many great 
leaders and role models.  i appre-
ciate all of them for their advice 
and direction when i needed it.  all 
of the isca board members have 
been a great resource and support 

system for me and i could not have 
done the job without them.  Dan 
stasi has provided me with direction 
and kept me grounded when i need-
ed to be grounded.  as president, 
i have learned a great deal about 
the policies and bylaws that govern 
our organization and the counseling 
profession.  the Day on the hill was 

just one more opportunity 
to learn about the hard and 
diligent work that surrounds 
the counseling profession.  
the laws to protect all 
students in every aspect 
of their education and 
social emotional learning 
can sometimes be a bat-
tle but one worth fi ghting 
for.  isca membership has 
grown in the past three 
years.  We have provided 
a number of events and 
continue to improve our 
conference every year.  We 
have four active isca chap-
ters and continue to bring 
school counselors together 
for networking opportu-
nities.  isca has bonded 
counselors across the state 
of illinois for many legisla-

tive issues dealing with our profes-
sion and have experienced success 
with the illinois Model.  We are 
thriving and it makes me proud to 
be a member of such a fi ne, profes-
sional organization.  i look forward 
to serving as the past president and 
serving under barbara Karpouzian.  
barbara did an outstanding job 
with this year’s isca conferences, 
and i know she will make a fantastic 
president.  thank you again for all 
of your support!

Gratitude
By: Sherri McLaughlin, ISCA President

I have met so many people 
who have dedicated their 
professional and personal 

lives to helping others.  They 
have shown compassion, 

dedication and determina-
tion in their work.  I admire 
all of you for the time, ef-

fort, and endless hours that 
you give to your students, 
schools, and community. 
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