
Section 25.225 Certification of School Counselors (2004) 
a) Each applicant for the school service personnel certificate endorsed for school counseling 
shall hold a master’s degree awarded by a regionally accredited institution of higher education in 
school counseling, another counseling or related field (e.g., social work or psychology), or an 
educational field. (See subsection (h) of this Section.) b) Each applicant shall have completed an 
Illinois program approved for the preparation of school counselors pursuant to Subpart C of this 
Part or a comparable approved program in another state or country or hold a comparable 
certificate issued by another state or country (see Section 25.425 of this Part). c) Each candidate 
shall have completed a supervised counseling practicum of at least 100 clock hours that provided 
interaction with individuals and groups of school age and included at least 40 hours of direct 
service work. Except as provided in subsection (e) of this Section, each applicant shall have 
completed a structured and supervised internship that is part of an approved program. The 
internship shall be of a length that is determined by the approved program to be adequate to 
enable candidates to meet the standards set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23.110 but shall entail at 
least 600 hours and last no less than one semester, during which the candidate shall engage in the 
performance of various aspects of the counseling role and shall be gradually introduced to the 
full range of responsibilities associated with that role. However, the internship for an individual 
with at least two years of teaching experience may, at the discretion of the institution offering the 
approved program, consist of no fewer than 400 hours. In each case at least 240 hours of the 
internship shall involve direct service work with individuals and groups of school age. The 
internship shall occur in a school setting except that, at the discretion of the institution, a 
maximum of one-third of the hours required may be credited for experiences in other related 
settings such as hospitals or day care settings that, in the judgment of the institution, expose the 
candidate to the needs of school-aged children and prepare the candidate to function as a school 
counselor. An institution may recommend certification of a candidate who has enrolled in an 
approved program prior to July 1, 2004, and has completed an internship meeting the 
requirements applicable at the time of his or her enrollment.  
 
d) Except as provided in subsections (e) and (f) of this Section, each applicant shall either:  

1. hold or be qualified to hold a teaching certificate; or  
2. have completed, as part of an approved program, coursework addressing:  
3. A. ) the structure, organization and operation of the educational system, with emphasis on 

P-12 schools;  
4. B. ) the growth and development of children and youth, and their implications for 

counseling in schools;  
5. C. ) the diversity of Illinois students and the laws and programs that have been designed 

to meet their unique needs; and  
6. D) effective management of the classroom and the learning process.  

 
e) An applicant who holds another state’s certification in school counseling shall not be 
subject to the requirements of subsection (c) or subsection (d) of this Section if he or she 
presents evidence of at least two years’ full-time experience as a school counselor. 
 
f) An applicant who has completed an approved school counseling program in another 



state that includes an internship meeting the requirements of subsection (c) of this Section 
shall not be subject to the requirements of subsection (d) of this Section.  
 
g) Each candidate shall be required to pass the applicable content-area test (see Section 
25.710 of this Part), as well as the test of basic skills if its passage would be required for 
receipt of a standard certificate pursuant to Section 25.720(a) of this Part. (See also 23 Ill. 
Adm. Code 23.110). 
 
h) An applicant who holds a master’s degree in any field other than school counseling, or 
who holds a bachelor’s degree only, shall be required to complete the equivalent of all 
requirements of an approved school counseling preparation program. The Illinois 
institution offering the program shall review the individual’s educational and experiential 
background and identify any of the standards set forth at 23 Ill. Adm. Code 23.110 or 
other applicable requirements of this Section that the individual’s preparation has not 
addressed. Upon successful completion of the coursework and experiences offered by the 
institution that address the identified standards, the applicant shall be eligible to be 
recommended for certification by entitlement. 
 
i) Nothing in this Section is intended to preclude the issuance of a provisional certificate 
under Section 21-10 of the School Code. 
 
(Source: Added at 28 Ill. Reg. _____, effective _____________) 

Section 25.227 Interim Certification of School Counselor Interns (2004) 

a) An individual who wishes to participate in an internship enabling him or her to meet 
the requirements described in Section 25.225 of this Part may obtain interim certification 
as a school counselor intern. Each applicant for this certification shall either:  

1. have completed, as part of an approved program, all the coursework described in 
Section 25.225(d)(2) of this Part; or  

2. hold a master’s degree in a field of counseling other than school counseling and 
be working toward completion of all requirements necessary for certification as a 
school counselor as described in Section 25.225(h) of this Part.  

 
b) Each applicant shall be in good health and of sound moral character and shall be a 
citizen of the United States or be legally present in the United States and possess legal 
authorization for employment. 
 
c) Each applicant shall submit the required fee along with an application to the State 
Board of Education and a transcript indicating compliance with subsection (a) of this 
Section. 
 
d) Interim certification as a school counselor intern shall be valid for three years, subject 
to Section 21-22 of the School Code, and shall not be renewable. 



 
(Source: Added at 28 Ill. Reg. _____, effective _____________) 
 
How to become certified:  
 
Certification occurs via one of the many Illinois Universities approved by ISBE (Illinois 
State Board of Education). A university will assess the candidates qualifications and 
make decisions regarding what certification requirements they have completed and in 
what areas they will need additional coursework or practicum or internship hours.  
Universities approved for Type 73 Certification are: (This list is still under construction) 
If I have left off a school or you would like your school added and hyperlinked plus a 
contact person and phone number please email me at imhca@imhca.org Concordia 
University  
Chicago State University  
DePaul University  
Eastern Illinois University  
Governors State University  
Lewis University  
Loyola University  
National Louis University Marie A. Bracki, Psy.D. Associate Professor Human Services 
School Counseling Coordinator 630-668-3838 ext. 4529 mbracki@nl.edu Northeastern 
Illinois University  
Northern Illinois University  
Roosevelt University  
Southern llinois University David K. Duys, Ph.D. Educational Psychology and Special 
Education Mailcode 4618 Southern Illinois University Carbondale, IL 62901-4618 Office 
Phone: 618-453-6915 EPSE Department Phone: 618-456-7763 Fax: 618-453-7110 
duys@siu.edu University of Illinois - Springfield Nancy L.A. Forth, Ph.D. School 
Counselor Program Coordinator Human Development Counseling University of Illinois 
at Springfield 217.206.6883 forth.nancy@uis.edu Western Illinois University Dr. 
Melanie E. Rawlins Chair and Professor Counselor Education Department Western 
Illinois University 3561 60th Street Moline, IL 61265 Phone 309-762-1876 M-
Rawlins1@wiu.edu
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